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The German Bundestag is the 
place where legislation and pol-
icies are made. Parliamenta-
ry deliberations are complex 
communication processes, with 
Members striving to reach ma-
jority decisions that are politi-
cally balanced. Those involved 
in reaching these decisions 
need to be able to access spe-
cialist information in print and 
electronically, in the form of 
text, audio and images. Par-
liament’s work also constant-
ly generates new information, 
which has to be examined, put 
in order, evaluated and stored 
to allow it to be accessed and to 
preserve it for the future.

In carrying out its work, Par-
liament can draw upon a wide 
range of services offered by the 
Administration of the German 
Bundestag. One central element 
is the work of the German Bun-
destag’s information services in 
the Library and Documentation 
Directorate (ID).

The Library and Documentation  
Directorate
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But former Members of the 
Bundestag, the German Mem-
bers of the European Parlia-
ment, supreme Land and 
federal authorities, diplomatic 
missions and accredited jour-
nalists also make use of its vast 
holdings, which include offi-
cial publications. The Library’s 
collection can also be consult-
ed by academics, upon request 
and for a limited period of 
time; it functions for them as a 
reference library. 

The Library offers information 
services tailored to the needs of 
the Members of the Bundestag. 
It documents articles from spe-
cialist journals on a wide range 

of topics, provides a wealth 
of information in response 
to questions on every subject 
imaginable, compiles lists of 
suggested reading and Internet 
links on topical issues, and ad-
vises its users on what are in 
some cases complex literature 
searches. 

The Library’s entire holdings 
can be searched and material 
ordered direct from every office 
via the Intranet catalogue. The 
requested material is available 
for collection 30 minutes after  
ordering. The catalogue can 
also be accessed by the public 
on the Internet. 
The architecturally impressive 
reading room contains a large 
stock of reference materials 
and modern and well-equipped 
spaces for reading and working.  

Directorate ID is composed of 
the Library, Parliamentary Ar-
chives, Parliamentary Doc-
umentation and Press Doc-
umentation divisions. This 
Directorate brings together all 
of the information services for 
the Members of the Bundestag, 
the parliamentary groups and 
the Administration. A great 
deal of this information is also 
available to the public, many of 
whom show a keen interest in 
parliamentary processes, par-
ticularly via the Internet. The 
ID divisions’ web pages receive 
about 80 million page views 
per year. 

The Library of the German 
Bundestag: Parliament’s know-
ledge repository

The modern rotunda of the 
Marie-Elisabeth Lüders Build-
ing houses the Library of the 
German Bundestag. With more 
than 1.4 million books, an im-
pressive and constantly grow-
ing collection of electronic pub-
lications, and around 8000 
specialist journals, the Library 
is one of the largest and most 
modern parliamentary libraries 
in the world. In thematic terms, 
the Library collects specialist 
publications primarily in the 
fields of politics, law, econo- 
mics, social sciences and mod-
ern history, as well as publica-
tions on all other areas relevant 
for the Bundestag’s day-to-day 
parliamentary business. 

The Library of the German Bun-
destag is not a public library; 
rather, it primarily serves the 
Members of the Bundestag, the 
parliamentary groups and the 
Bundestag Administration. 

View of the Library’s 
reading room
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Nowhere else is the process 
leading to the adoption of eve-
ry federal law – from the Basic 
Law (the German constitution) 
in 1949 right up to the present 
day – documented so compre-
hensively. 

The 1500-page Official Hand-
book is an indispensable refer-
ence work on the foundations 
of the Bundestag’s work and its 
current composition; a new edi-
tion is published at the begin-
ning of each electoral term, and 
is continuously updated. Since 
1949, the Parliamentary Ar-
chives have also been gather-
ing, indexing and documenting 
the most important information 
on all Members of the German 
Bundestag; it also maintains 
a “Public List of Associations 
Registered with the Bundestag 

and their Representatives”, 
which is available on the In-
ternet as a PDF file. The Data 
Handbook on the History of the 
German Bundestag is a treasure 
trove for political scientists, 
journalists, and anyone seek-
ing information about the work 
of the Members of the Bun-
destag. This multi-volume ref-
erence work contains statistics, 
overviews, timelines and notes 
on how Parliament is organised 
and its working methods, and 
documents all relevant events 
and facts relating to the histo-
ry of the German Bundestag 
since 1949. It is available both 
as a book and as a CD-ROM, 
and can also be downloaded as 
a PDF file. 

The Parliamentary Archives: 
The memory of the German 
Bundestag

The Parliamentary Archives are 
open to everyone, subject to the 
conditions of use. The steadily 
increasing number of enquiries 
received by the Archives show 
how highly they are valued, 
particularly by journalists, ac-
ademics and teachers. On long 
rows of shelves filled with fold-
ers and neatly stacked boxes of 
documents, the official records 
produced by the Bundestag 
and its Administration are pre-
served, catalogued, indexed and 
made available. The archives 
also hold 11,000 audio and vid-
eo recordings and 90,000 imag-
es of parliamentary life. Digital 

images are available online free 
of charge. Since 2005, a special-
ly developed process has been 
used to archive the German 
Bundestag’s website; this ar-
chive is also available online. 

The Legal Documentation Sec-
tion compiles all documents 
created during the process of 
deliberation on and adoption of 
a federal bill in the Bundestag 
and the Bundesrat; these doc-
uments can be viewed in the 
reading room upon request. 

Archive materials stored 
in cartons
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Parliamentary Documentation: 
What happens to the printed 
papers?

The major share of parliamen-
tary work is recorded in the 
printed papers and minutes of 
plenary proceedings of the Ger-
man Bundestag. Since 1949, in 
order to document this work, 
the task of the Parliamentary 
Documentation Division (previ-
ously the Subject and Speakers’ 
Indexes) has been to catalogue, 
index, and summarise the Ger-
man Bundestag and Bundesrat 
materials which are available 
to the public (plenary debates, 
bills, motions, interpellations, 
reports) according to formal 
and thematic criteria.

“Files” are compiled, setting 
out the stages in the delibera-
tion process of each parliamen-
tary item. This not only makes 
it possible to search for parlia-
mentary items by topic (e.g. to 
determine the stage reached 
in the legislative process), but 
also to follow the parliamenta-
ry activities of each individual 
Member of the Bundestag (e.g. 
speeches in plenary on specific 
agenda items).

As the Division’s former name 
– the Subject and Speakers’ In-
dexes – indicates, from the 1st 
to the 7th electoral term, the 
printed papers and minutes of 
plenary proceedings were doc-
umented solely in the form of 
printed indexes, according to 
formal and thematic criteria. 
However, since the beginning 

of the 8th electoral term (14 De-
cember 1976), parliamentary 
materials have been catalogued, 
indexed and summarised in a 
database, the Documentation 
and Information System for 
Parliamentary Materials (DIP), 
which was replaced by a new 
DIP system in the 16th electoral 
term. The new web-based sys-
tem allows users to search for 
parliamentary processes and 
materials and the full texts of 
printed papers and minutes of 
plenary proceedings. Parlia-
mentary materials published in 
the current and previous elec-
toral terms can also be accessed 
online from the Internet-based 
document server by entering 
the reference number of the rel-
evant printed paper or minutes.

The public information service 
provides answers, either by te-
lephone or in writing, to indi-
vidual enquiries relating to all 
parliamentary materials, de-
liberation processes, and par-
liamentary activities underta-
ken by Members of the German 
Bundestag, Members of the 
Bundesrat, and by the Federal  
Government since 1949, and 
also provides up-to-date statis-
tical data on the work of Par-
liament (such as information 
about the number of bills or mi-
nor interpellations tabled) on 
the Internet.

Parliamentary materials 
can be searched using 
the DIP database
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Press Documentation: Media 
coverage

Politics is covered in the media 
on a daily basis. The media are 
a source allowing the Members 
of the German Bundestag to 
learn the public’s opinion of  
political decisions and what 
people’s concerns are. The 
Press Documentation Division 
is the German Bundestag’s cen-
tral service for information re-
lating to the press, as well as 
one of the most important press 
archives in Germany. The most 
important newspapers are 
monitored here each day. 

From 8.00 a.m. onwards on 
each working day, Members of 
the Bundestag, their staff and 

employees of the Bundestag 
Administration can access on 
the Intranet an electronic press 
review, which offers a compre-
hensive overview of the daily 
press coverage of politics, and 
which documents topics relat-
ing to politics, economics and 
society that are receiving me-
dia coverage in Germany and 
abroad. 

In addition, the Press Docu-
mentation Division offers press-
monitoring services – daily 
email delivery of articles on a 
specific person or subject.

The archive of press cuttings 
has existed since 1949. It was 
a conventional paper archive 
until 1999, when it became an 
electronic archive that can be 
accessed from all of the Bun-
destag’s workstations. It has 
now grown to include 24 mil-
lion articles. The archive also 
contains the largest collection of 
political caricatures in Europe. 

A number of other services are 
available to users in the Press 
Documentation Division’s infor-
mation offices in the Jakob Kai-
ser Building and the Marie-Elis-
abeth Lüders Building: they can 
request that the Division search 

for certain press articles, com-
pile documentation on certain 
topics and search external press 
databases. In the reading room 
of the Marie-Elisabeth Lüders 
Building, those who are inter-
ested can access the current 
editions of 170 daily and week-
ly newspapers from Germany 
and abroad; current editions of 
regional and national publica-
tions are also available in the 
Jakob Kaiser Building. 

Essential for the work of 
Parliament: an overview 
of press coverage



Potsdamer Platz

Mendelssohn Bartholdy Park

Mohrenstraße
Stadtmitte

Kochstraße

Französische Straße

Weinmeister-
straße

Hausvogteiplatz

Spittelmarkt

Oranienburger Tor

Märkisches Museum

Klosterstraße

Alexanderplatz

Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz

Rosenthaler Platz

Schillingstraße

Jannowitzbrücke

S-Bahnhof
Oranienburger Straße

Alt-Moabit

Turmstraße

Straße des 17. Juni

Bellevueallee

Siegessäule

Spree
weg

S-Bhf. Bellevue

K
lin

gelh
öferstraße

H
ofjägerallee

Reichpietschufer

Lützowplatz

Schöneberger Ufer

St
au

ff
en

be
rg

st
ra

ße

Landwehrkanal

Po
ts

da
m

er
 S

tr
aß

e

Tiergartenstraße

Lennéstraße

Bellevuestraße

John-Foster-Dulles-Allee
Scheidemannstraße

Brandenburger
Tor

W
illy - Brandt -  Str

Invalidenstra
ße

Torstraße

Oranienburger Straße

Hannoversche Straße

Tucholskystraße

Reinhardtstraße

Reichstagufer

Mittelstraße

Unter den Linden

G
lin

kastraße

Dorotheenstraße

C
h

arlotten
straße

Schiffb
auerdamm

L
u

isen
straße

Marienstraße

F
ried

rich
straße

Behrenstraße

Französische Straße

Jägerstraße

Taubenstraße

Mohrenstraße

Kronenstraße
Voßstraße

M
auerstraße

Leipziger Straße

Krausenstraße

Werderstraße

E
be

rt
st

ra
ße

W
ilhelm

straße

Zimmerstraße

Kochstraße

Niederkirchnerstraße

Stresem
annstraße

Schützenstraße

Li
nd

en
st

ra
ße

Oranienstraße

Roßstraße

H
ei

nr
ic

h-
H

ei
ne

-S
tr

aß
e

Spittel-
markt

Breite Straße

Ger
tra

ud
en

st
ra

ße

Wallst
raße

Stralauer Straße

Spandauer Straße

Karl
-Lieb

knec
ht-S

tra
ße

Rathausst
raße

Fernsehturm

Bahnhof
Alexanderplatz

Gru
ne

rs
tra

ße

S-Bhf. Hackescher 

R
os

en
th

al
er

 S
tr

aß
e

O
tto

-B
ra

un
-S

tr
aß

e

Pr
en

zl
au

er
 A

lle
e

Karl-Marx-Allee

A
lexanderstraße

Holzmarktstraße

Straßentunnel

Tiergarten

Platz der Republik

Sowjetisches
Ehrenmal

G
en

d
arm

en
-

m
arkt

St. Hedwigs-
kathedrale

Schloß-
platz

Palast der 
Republik

Deutscher 
Dom

Berliner
Dom

Bahntunnel

INFO BOX

Leipziger
Platz

Potsdamer
Platz

Topographie des 
Terrors

Spree

Pariser Platz

Checkpoint 
Charlie

S-Bhf. Lehrter Bahnhof

Denkmal für die 
ermordeten 

Juden Europas

Schloß 
Bellevue

Bundes-
präsidialamt

Brüderstraße

Sch
ar

re
nstr

aß
e

S-Bahnhof 
Potsdamer Platz

M
arsh

allbrü
cke

W
ilh

elm
straße

Marie-Elisabeth-
Lüders-Haus

Paul-Löbe-Haus

Jakob-Kaiser-Haus

Reichstags-
gebäude

U

U DBS H

US H

H

Brandenburger Tor

Bahnhof
Friedrichstraße

Bundestag

10 11

Contact
German Bundestag
Directorate ID
Platz der Republik 1
11011 Berlin
Tel.: +49 30 227-31821
Fax: +49 30 227-36748 
Email: vorzimmer.id@ 
bundestag.de
www.bundestag.de

Division ID 1 – Library
Tel.: +49 30 227-32626
Fax: +49 30 227-36087 
Email: bibliothek@ 
bundestag.de
www.bundestag.de/htdocs_e/
documents/library/index.html

Division ID 2 –  
Parliamentary Archives
Tel.: +49 30 227-32319
Fax: +49 30 227-36749
Email: vorzimmer.id2@ 
bundestag.de
www.bundestag.de/archiv

Division ID 3 – 
Parliamentary Documentation 
Public information service 
Tel.: +49 30 227-32350
Fax: +49 30 227-36998 
Email: infoline.id3@ 
bundestag.de
www.bundestag.de/ 
bic/sach_sprech

Division ID 4 –  
Press Documentation
Tel.: +49 30 227-32513
Fax: +49 30 227-36857
Email: vorzimmer.id4@ 
bundestag.de
www.bundestag.de/ 
parlament/verwalt/pressedok

Address
Marie-Elisabeth-Lüders-Haus 
Adele-Schreiber-Krieger-Str. 1
10117 Berlin
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