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 “Attacks on our critical infrastruc-
ture, information warfare and the 
coronavirus pandemic have once 
again exposed our vulnerabilities. 
The Committee on Digital Affairs, 
now a fully fledged committee, will 
devote all its energy to the tasks 
ahead in the field of digital policy, 
whether that is the expansion of 
digital infrastructure, cybersecurity, 
the modernisation of the public 
administration, or digital consumer 
protection. It is essential for us to 
take a joined-up approach to digi-
talisation and the climate crisis, the 
two biggest challenges of our time, 
in order to create the foundation for 
sustainable development.”

Tabea Rößner,  
Alliance 90/The Greens
Chairwoman of the Committee  
on Digital Affairs



The committees of  
the German Bundestag

The German Bundestag’s deci-
sions are prepared by its com-
mittees, which are established 
at the start of each electoral 
term. Four of them are stipu-
lated by the Basic Law, the Ger-
man constitution: the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Defence Committee, the Com-
mittee on European Union 
Affairs and the Petitions Com-
mittee.
The Budget Committee and 
the Committee for the Scru-
tiny of Elections, Immunity 
and the Rules of Procedure 
are also required by law. The 
spheres of responsibility of 
the committees essentially 
reflect the Federal Govern-
ment’s distribution of minis-
terial portfolios. This enables 
Parliament to scrutinise the 
government’s work effec-
tively.
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The committees discuss and 
deliberate on items referred to 
them by the plenary. They also 
have the right to take up issues 
on their own initiative, allow-
ing them to set priorities in the 
parliamentary debate. When 
necessary, they draw on exter-
nal expertise – usually by hold-
ing public hearings. At the end 
of a committee’s deliberations – 
especially on bills and motions 
for which it is the lead commit-
tee – it adopts a recommenda-
tion for a decision and a report, 
which serve as the basis for the 
plenary’s decision.

The German Bundestag sets 
political priorities of its own 
by establishing additional 
committees for specific sub-
jects, such as sport, cultural 
affairs, human rights or tour-
ism. In addition, special bod-
ies such as parliamentary 
advisory councils, committees 
of inquiry or study commis-
sions can also be established.
The committees are composed 
of members of all the parlia-
mentary groups, reflecting the 
balance of these groups in the 
German Bundestag. The distri-
bution of the chairs and deputy 
chairs among the parliamen-
tary groups also reflects their 
relative strengths in the ple-
nary. In the current electoral 
term, the committees have 
between 19 and 49 members.



Digitalisation can help to 
make Germany a stronger and 
more modern country. In vari-
ous areas of everyday life, 
including the economy, the 
public administration, com-
munication, work, health and 
sustainability, digitalisation 
can lead to greater progress 
and open up new opportuni-
ties. This requires an effective 
digital infrastructure that 
covers the entire country, 
which is the key to a success-
ful digital transformation in 
Germany.

The Committee on  
Digital Affairs
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In the current 20th electoral 
term, the Committee on Digi-
tal Affairs will continue to 
discuss far-reaching issues 
relating to digitalisation and 
pave the way for our country 
to develop into a strong digi-
tal hub. The 34 members of 
the Committee took up their 
work at its constituent meet-
ing on 15 December 2021. 
The Committee on Digital 
Affairs has taken on a bigger 
role in this electoral term. As 
there is now a Federal Minis-
try for Digital and Transport, 
with digital coming first in 

In the 18th electoral term 
(2013–2017), the Bundestag 
established the Committee  
on the Digital Agenda, setting 
up a permanent parliamentary 
body for digital policy for the 
first time. The development  
of digital media was a recur-
ring issue in the work of vari-
ous committees during earlier 
electoral terms. A mile stone 
was finally reached with  
the work of the Study Com-
mission on the Internet and 
Digital Society in the 17th 
electoral term (2009–2013). 
Among the many recommen-
dations set out in its final 
report was the suggestion that 
a permanent committee on 
digital policy should be set  
up in Parliament.

 10 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  SPD
 9 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  CDU/CSU
 5 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  Alliance 90 / The Greens
 4 ■ ■ ■ ■  FDP
 4 ■ ■ ■ ■  AfD
 2 ■ ■  The Left Party

Number of members: 34
Chairwoman: Tabea Rößner, Alliance 90/The Greens
Deputy Chairwoman: Anna Katharina Kassautzki, SPD
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The Committee sees itself as 
an important catalyst for Par-
liament’s work on all digital 
policy issues. This is shown 
in particular by the public 
hearings and consultations to 
which experts from the busi-
ness community and aca-
demia are invited. The sub-
jects on the agenda include 
the EU regulation on artificial 
intelligence, digital warfare, 
or the Digital Services Act 
(DSA). Many documents and 
opinions are published online.

the Ministry’s name, the Com-
mittee on Digital Affairs is 
also the lead committee for 
certain bills. Federal Minister 
Dr Volker Wissing was the 
first minister invited to the 
Committee’s meetings, and 
reported on digital projects  
at the Federal Ministry for 
Digital and Transport at the 
Committee’s fifth meeting.
The Committee also examines 
cross-cutting issues which 
touch on various policy fields 
and aspects of people’s lives, 
and for which no single min-
istry at government level or 
committee in Parliament is 
responsible.
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The potential offered by the 
digital revolution is to be used 
to give people opportunities 
to flourish, and to promote 
prosperity, freedom, social 
participation and sustainable 
development.
In the framework of Parlia-
ment’s scrutiny of the Federal 
Government’s work, these are 
also key issues for the Com-
mittee on Digital Affairs. The 
large number of topics means 
that the Committee members 
have to deal with a wealth of 
information. They receive 
bills, motions and reports 
from across the wide spec-
trum of areas of digitalisation. 
Items relating to European 
and international topics also 
feature on the Committee’s 
agenda. The Committee thus 
not only scrutinises the Fed-
eral Government’s policies, 
but also participates in the 
European decision-making 
process via its recommenda-
tions and key issues papers. 

The Federal Government has 
set ambitious goals in its coa-
lition agreement: investment 
in artificial intelligence, quan-
tum technologies, cybersecu-
rity, robotics and other emerg-
ing technologies. In the spirit 
of a learning government 
which promotes technology, 
digital innovations are to be 
implemented in the public 
administration, and the neces-
sary legal foundations are to 
be created to make life easier 
for the public. A fundamental 
transformation will enable the 
government to act more rap-
idly and effectively, and to 
foster innovation in the econ-
omy and society. Open stand-
ards – open source and Euro-
pean ecosystems – are to be 
supported.
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include the Gigabit Strategy, 
cyber defence issues, product 
security, disinformation, and 
digitalisation in the health 
sector. The Committee mem-
bers consider the pros and 
cons of these parliamentary 
initiatives in the working 
groups set up by their parlia-
mentary groups and debate 
them in the Committee.
European and international 
issues are regularly referred to 
the Committee. These include, 
for example, the “Path to the 
Digital Decade” or a European 
Digital Identity. Many of these 
printed papers also involve 
follow-up documents from 
the EU or statements from the 
Federal Government. A Euro-
pean Parliament resolution on 

The Committee members want 
to help Germany to usher in  
a new digital era.
The issues which the Com-
mittee wants to drive for-
ward in political terms 
include digital sovereignty 
and a clear legal framework 
combining both data protec-
tion and data use in a practi-
cal manner that offers legal 
certainty, as well as efforts to 
tap into the vast potential of 
existing data resources, for 
example to support the green 
transformation. The sweep-
ing nature of digital policy is 
shown by the subjects on the 
Committee’s agenda, which 
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Exchanges of experience  
and various trips abroad are 
planned in order to explore 
issues such as cybersecurity, 
smart cities, digital sustaina-
bility, artificial intelligence, 
digitalisation in the health 
sector, the digital economy, 
and digitalisation in the pub-
lic administration.

artificial intelligence in a  
digital age and the European 
Commission’s proposal for  
a regulation on a European 
Chips Act might also be 
among the subjects discussed 
by the Committee during a 
week when Parliament is  
sitting.
The Committee on Digital 
Affairs attaches particular 
importance to European and 
international dialogue with 
experts from the political 
field, business and society. It 
sets its own priorities in this 
context, studies all aspects of 
the digital revolution, and is 
a key point of contact in Ger-
many when it comes to digi-
tal policy issues.
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Committee members
The 34 members of the Committee on Digital Affairs

Tabea Rößner, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Chairwoman
Journalist,
b. 7 Dec. 1966 in  
Sassenberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2009

Anna Katharina  
Kassautzki, 
SPD
Deputy Chairwoman
Political scientist,
b. 25 Dec. 1993 in 
Heidelberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Dr Volker Redder, 
FDP
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Entrepreneur,
b. 7 June 1959 in 
Bremen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Anke Domscheit-Berg, 
The Left Party
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Columnist and  
journalist,
b. 17 Feb. 1968 in 
Premnitz.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Dr Jens Zimmermann, 
SPD
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Business administrator,
b. 9 Sep. 1981 in 
Groß-Umstadt.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Ronja Kemmer, 
CDU/CSU
Parliamentary-group  
coordinator
Economist,
b. 3 May 1989 in 
Esslingen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2014

Tobias Björn Bacherle, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Student,
b. 18 Oct. 1994 in 
Herrenberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Barbara Lenk, 
AfD 
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Librarian,
b. 4 Oct. 1982 in 
Dresden.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Matthias Mieves, 
SPD
Business administrator,
b. 30 Dec. 1985 in 
Zweibrücken.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Tim Klüssendorf,
SPD
Economist and 
business administrator,
b. 16 Aug. 1991 in 
Lübeck.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Johannes Schätzl, 
SPD
IT specialist,
b. 10 June 1993 in 
Hutthurm.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Dr Holger Becker, 
SPD
Physicist,
b. 15 July 1964 in 
Kusel.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Parsa Marvi, 
SPD
Broadband product 
manager,
b. 6 Feb. 1982 in  
Tehran (Iran).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Robin Mesarosch, 
SPD
Parliamentary adviser,
b. 1 Apr. 1991 in  
Herrenberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Dr Reinhard Brandl, 
CDU/CSU
Industrial engineer,
b. 1 Aug. 1977 in 
Ingolstadt.
Bundestag Member 
since 2009

Hansjörg Durz, 
CDU/CSU
Business administrator,
b. 29 July 1971 in 
Augsburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Franziska Hoppermann, 
CDU/CSU
Senior civil servant, 
business administrator,
b. 8 Jan. 1982 in  
Hamburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Dr Carolin Wagner, 
SPD
Department head,
b. 1 Oct. 1982 in  
Heidelberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Armand Zorn, 
SPD
Business consultant,
b. 18 July 1988 in  
Yaoundé (Cameroon).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Marc Biadacz, 
CDU/CSU
Social scientist,
b. 3 Sep. 1979 in 
Böblingen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017



16

Nicolas Benjamin 
Zippelius, 
CDU/CSU
Political scientist,
b. 1 Aug. 1987 in 
Karlsruhe.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Maik Außendorf, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
IT entrepreneur,
b. 17 Aug. 1971 in  
Hiltrup (now Münster).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Stefan Gelbhaar, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Lawyer,
b. 9 July 1976 in Berlin.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Thomas Jarzombek, 
CDU/CSU
IT consultant,
b. 28 Apr. 1973 in 
Düsseldorf.
Bundestag Member 
since 2009

Dr Markus Reichel, 
CDU/CSU
Mathematician,
b. 15 July 1968 in 
Munich.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Catarina  
dos Santos-Wintz, 
CDU/CSU
Lawyer,
b. 8 July 1994 in Lisbon 
(Portugal).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Frank Schäffler, 
FDP
Business administrator,
b. 22 Dec. 1968 in 
Schwäbisch Gmünd.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Misbah Khan, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Political scientist,
b. 4 Dec. 1989 in  
Karachi (Pakistan).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Maximilian  
Funke-Kaiser, 
FDP
Business administrator,
b. 17 Aug. 1993 in 
Augsburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Maximilian Mordhorst, 
FDP
Student,
b. 10 Apr. 1996 in 
Neumünster.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Eugen Schmidt, 
AfD
Graduate computer 
scientist,
b. 23 Oct. 1975 in 
Ust-Kamenogorsk 
(Kazakhstan).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Edgar Naujok, 
AfD
Self-employed,
b. 25 June 1960 
in Oggersheim.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Dr Petra Sitte, 
The Left Party
Economist,
b. 1 Dec. 1960 in 
Dresden.
Bundestag Member 
since 2005

Joana Cotar, 
independent
Member of the  
Bundestag,
b. 6 Apr. 1973 in Pitești 
(Romania).
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Beatrix von Storch, 
AfD
Lawyer and bank clerk,
b. 27 May 1971 in 
Lübeck.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017





20

Information online

The Committee on Digital Affairs
www.bundestag.de/en/committees/a23

Website for downloading and ordering the  
German Bundestag’s information materials
www.btg-bestellservice.de
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Contact details for the Committee Secretariat

Deutscher Bundestag
Ausschuss für Digitales
Platz der Republik 1
11011 Berlin
Tel.: +49 30 227-32612
Fax: +49 30 227-36159
Email: adi@bundestag.de
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The German Bundestag takes decisions on what are  
at times highly complex and controversial bills and 
parliamentary initiatives relating to the entire spectrum 
of policy fields. The committees play a central role in 
parliamentary deliberations. They are the forum where 
the Members thrash out compromises and draw on 
expert advice before submitting their reports and  
recommendations for decisions to be voted on by  
the Bundestag as a whole. 

www.bundestag.de/en/committees

The most up-to-date version of this leaflet is available  
as an accessible PDF file:

http://www.bundestag.de/en/committees

