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“Germany is an economic power-
house with a healthy SME sector. 
To ensure this remains the case, it 
is important to drive forward digi-
talisation, the energy transition, 
and efforts to reduce bureaucracy 
and foster innovation. Strategic 
resource and trade alliances must 
also be forged in Europe and around 
the world. The successful model of 
the social market economy should 
remain our compass in strategic 
decision-making. We must embrace 
the opportunities of change, includ-
ing with regard to sustainable eco-
nomic activity, as they will help to 
boost Germany’s competitiveness.”

Michael Grosse-Brömer, CDU/CSU
Chairman of the Committee on 
Economic Affairs



The committees of  
the German Bundestag

The German Bundestag’s  
decisions are prepared by its 
committees, which are estab-
lished at the start of each elec-
toral term. Four of them are 
stipulated by the Basic Law, 
the German constitution: the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
the Defence Committee, the 
Committee on European 
Union Affairs and the Peti-
tions Committee.
The Budget Committee and 
the Committee for the Scru-
tiny of Elections, Immunity 
and the Rules of Procedure 
are also required by law. The 
spheres of responsibility of 
the committees essentially 
reflect the Federal Govern-
ment’s distribution of ministe-
rial portfolios. This enables 
Parliament to scrutinise the 
government’s work effec-
tively.
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The committees discuss and 
deliberate on items referred to 
them by the plenary. They 
also have the right to take up 
issues on their own initiative, 
allowing them to set priorities 
in the parliamentary debate. 
When necessary, they draw 
on external expertise – usu-
ally by holding public hear-
ings. At the end of a commit-
tee’s deliberations – especially 
on bills and motions for which 
it is the lead committee – it 
adopts a recommendation for a 
decision and a report, which 
serve as the basis for the ple-
nary’s decision.

The German Bundestag sets 
political priorities of its own 
by establishing additional 
committees for specific sub-
jects, such as sport, cultural 
affairs, human rights or  
tourism. In addition, special 
bodies such as parliamentary 
advisory councils, committees 
of inquiry or study commis-
sions can also be established.
The committees are composed 
of members of all the parlia-
mentary groups, reflecting the 
balance of these groups in the 
German Bundestag. The dis-
tribution of the chairs and 
deputy chairs among the  
parliamentary groups also 
reflects their relative strengths 
in the plenary. In the current 
electoral term, the commit-
tees have between 19 and 
49  members.



The 34 members of the Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by Michael Grosse-
Brömer (CDU/CSU), closely 
monitor what policies busi-
nesses need on the path to a 
climate-friendly, sustainable 
and digital Germany, what 
impact laws have on mar-
kets, the economy and peo-
ple, what factors boost com-
petitiveness and strengthen 
Germany’s position as a good 
place to do business, and how 
jobs can be safeguarded or 
new jobs created. The issues 
dealt with by the members of 
the Committee on Economic 
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toral term, alongside the Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs, 
underlines the scale of the 
action needed in the fields 
of both economic policy and 
climate and energy policy. 
The Committee on Economic 
Affairs deliberates on draft 
legislation in the relevant pol-
icy fields of the Federal Min-
istry for Economic Affairs 
and Climate Action, and scru-
tinises the Ministry’s work 
together with the Committee 
on Climate Action and Energy.

Affairs are wide-ranging, and 
include all aspects of tech-
nology policy, industrial pol-
icy, policy towards small and 
medium-sized enterprises, as 
well as the topics of the Euro-
pean internal market, foreign 
trade and investment, and 
global competition.
Establishing good economic 
conditions does not happen  
by chance. Policy-makers 
have to take strategic deci-
sions for the future on a daily 
basis. The Bundestag’s choice 
to establish a separate Com-
mittee on Climate Action and 
Energy in the current elec-

10 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  SPD
 9 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  CDU/CSU
 5 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  Alliance 90/The Greens
 4 ■ ■ ■ ■  FDP
 4 ■ ■ ■ ■  AfD
 2 ■ ■  The Left Party

Number of members: 34
Chairman: Michael Grosse-Brömer, CDU/CSU
Deputy Chairman: Hannes Walter, SPD
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Small and medium-sized 
businesses – from craft enter-
prises to start-ups – are the 
backbone of the German econ-
omy. The German SME sector 
stands for innovation and is 
a source of economic growth 
and employment. Everything 
that helps to boost the SME 
sector is therefore especially 
important to the Committee, 
which discusses issues such 
as how the bureaucratic bur-
den on the SME sector can 
be reduced and how skilled 
workers can be recruited 
in future, in light of demo-
graphic change.

Priorities in economic policy

The business and working 
world will be fundamentally 
transformed by the digital rev-
olution. Data is an important 
factor in value creation. We 
are seeing a rise in the mar-
ket power of platform opera-
tors, who collect and analyse 
user data, and who can make 
it more difficult for provid-
ers to access customer groups. 
One important debate taking 
place within the Committee 
is therefore what instruments 
and rules are needed  – includ-
ing at European level – for a 
digitalised economy, in order 
to maintain and boost com-
panies’ competitiveness in 
future.
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At the same time, aspects 
of the energy transition also 
feature on the Committee’s 
agenda. How the energy tran-
sition is affecting the Ger-
man economy is just one of 
the questions it examines. The 
Committee also looks at issues 
relating to the EU internal mar-
ket, foreign trade and invest-
ment and global competition, 
as cross-border trade contrib-
utes to growth and employ-
ment worldwide. In this con-
text, answers need to be found 
to the questions of how Ger-
many’s competitiveness can 
be safeguarded in future, for 
example through trade agree-
ments concluded within the 
framework of the European 
Union, and what to do about 
Germany’s dependence on 
imports of raw materials.

Funding from the Joint 
Task of the federal govern-
ment and the Länder for the 
Improvement of Regional 
Economic Structures (GRW) 
is used to promote value cre-
ation and employment in lag-
ging regions and to compen-
sate for existing locational 
disadvantages. The Committee 
examines the question of how 
support can be focused even 
more strongly on the energy 
transition, digitalisation and 
innovation. Establishing the 
annual operating budget for 
the European Recovery Pro-
gram (ERP) Special Fund is 
another of the Committee’s 
tasks. The funding focuses on 
financial support for the SME 
sector, in particular through 
start-up, innovation and equity 
financing. The results of GRW 
and ERP support are regularly 
analysed and discussed by 
the Committee on Economic 
Affairs.
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or as a committee asked for 
its opinion. Dealing with the 
wide range of economic pol-
icy issues requires the Com-
mittee members to have a 
wealth of detailed knowl-
edge. In order to reach a deci-
sion, the Committee mem-
bers often engage in dialogue 
with experts or with repre-
sentatives of associations. 
Public hearings with experts 
are another valuable tool in 
developing a picture of the 
item under discussion. In the 
case of items referred to the 
Committee as the lead com-
mittee, the Committee pre-
pares recommendations and 
reports for the plenary, on the 
basis of which the Bundestag 
as a whole takes its decision. 

 

The Committee’s work  
in practice

Climate, energy, education or 
research – all of these issues 
are related to economic affairs. 
For this reason, rather than 
looking only at companies, 
the Committee on Economic 
Affairs also focuses on the 
wider environment in which 
businesses operate. The Com-
mittee is therefore involved in 
many cross-cutting economic 
issues as the lead committee 
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about necessary measures and 
their economic impacts. The 
Committee also sends dele-
gations on trips abroad. Tra-
ditionally, the Committee on 
Economic Affairs has cul-
tivated close relations with 
its counterpart committee in 
the French National Assem-
bly. Its trips are intended to 
allow it to gather informa-
tion about current economic 
and trade issues and develop-
ments in the countries visited 
by the delegations. When rep-
resentatives of foreign parlia-
ments and governments visit 
the Bundestag, they are often 
keen to hold talks with the 
members of the Committee on 
Economic Affairs.

If the Committee is asked for 
its opinion on an item, it sub-
mits its recommendations to 
the lead committee, which 
takes them into account in 
its deliberations. To scruti-
nise the government’s work, 
the Committee also regularly 
requests detailed written and 
oral reports from the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs 
and Climate Action, includ-
ing up-to-date briefings or 
lengthy written reports, such 
as the Annual Economic 
Report. Particularly in times 
of crisis, the Federal Gov-
ernment’s reports are highly 
important to the Committee, 
as they provide information 
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Committee members
The 34 members of the Committee on Economic Affairs

Michael Grosse-Brömer, 
CDU/CSU
Chairman
Lawyer and former 
notary,
b. 12 Oct. 1960  
in Oberhausen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2002

Hannes Walter, 
SPD
Deputy Chairman
Business administrator,
b. 2 Mar. 1984  
in Finsterwalde.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Reinhard Houben, 
FDP
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator and  
policy spokesman
Entrepreneur,
b. 29 Apr. 1960 in 
Bensberg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Dr Malte Kaufmann, 
AfD
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Economist,
b. 14 Dec. 1976  
in Mannheim.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Pascal Meiser, 
The Left Party
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Political scientist,
b. 7 Mar. 1975  
in Saarbrücken.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Bernd Westphal, 
SPD
Parliamentary-policy 
spokesman and  
group coordinator
Trade union secretary, 
chemical laboratory 
technician,
b. 30 Sep. 1960  
in Hildesheim.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Hansjörg Durz, 
CDU/CSU
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Business administrator,
b. 29 July 1971  
in Augsburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Melis Sekmen, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator
Student,
b. 26 Sep. 1993  
in Mannheim.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Falko Mohrs, 
SPD
Business administrator,
b. 23 July 1984  
in Wolfsburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Sabine Poschmann, 
SPD
Business administrator, 
regional manager,
b. 4 Oct. 1968  
in Castrop-Rauxel.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Sebastian Roloff, 
SPD
Lawyer,
b. 28 Jan. 1983  
in Berlin.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Johannes Arlt, 
SPD
Career soldier,  
political scientist,
b. 23 Apr. 1984  
in Berlin.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Gabriele Katzmarek, 
SPD
Trade union secretary,
b. 8 July 1960 in Marl.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Esra Limbacher, 
SPD
Lawyer,
b. 1 May 1989  
in Wiesbaden.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Tilman Kuban, 
CDU/CSU
Lawyer,
b. 26 May 1987  
in Langenhagen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Dr Carsten Linnemann, 
CDU/CSU
Economist,
b. 10 Aug. 1977  
in Paderborn.
Bundestag Member 
since 2009

Bernhard Loos, 
CDU/CSU
Entrepreneur,
b. 30 July 1955  
in Kaufbeuren.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Markus Töns, 
SPD
Political scientist,
b. 1 Jan. 1964  
in Gelsenkirchen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Lena Werner, 
SPD
Specialist in the 
hotel business, project 
manager,
b. 8 Oct. 1994 in Trier.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Julia Klöckner, 
CDU/CSU
Editor-in-chief, former 
Federal Minister,
b. 16 Dec. 1972  
in Bad Kreuznach.
Bundestag Member 
from 2002 to 2011 and 
since 2021
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Maik Außendorf, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
IT entrepreneur,
b. 17 Aug. 1971 in 
Hiltrup (now Münster).
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Felix Banaszak, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Social and cultural 
anthropologist,
b. 24 Oct. 1989  
in Duisburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Dr Sandra Detzer, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Political scientist,
b. 21 Apr. 1980  
in Munich.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021

Jan Metzler, 
CDU/CSU
Wine grower,  
business administrator,
b. 5 July 1981  
in Worms.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Stefan Rouenhoff, 
CDU/CSU
Economist,
b. 23 Dec. 1978  
in Goch.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Klaus-Peter Willsch, 
CDU/CSU
Economist,
b. 28 Feb. 1961  
in Bad Schwalbach.
Bundestag Member 
since 1998
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Gerald Ullrich, 
FDP
Engineer,
b. 23 Dec. 1962  
in Schmalkalden,  
Thuringia.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Leif-Erik Holm, 
AfD
Economist,
b. 1 Aug. 1970  
in Schwerin.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Enrico Komning, 
AfD
Lawyer,
b. 6 Aug. 1968  
in Stralsund.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Dieter Janecek, 
Alliance 90/The Greens
Political scientist,
b. 25 May 1976  
in Pirmasens.
Bundestag Member 
since 2013

Nicole Bauer, 
FDP
Industrial engineer,
b. 19 Mar. 1987  
in Vilsbiburg.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Manfred Todtenhausen, 
FDP
Master electrician,
b. 8 Dec. 1950  
in Wuppertal.
Bundestag Member 
from 2012 to 2013 and 
since 2017
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Uwe Schulz, 
AfD
Senior employee,
b. 12 Dec. 1961  
in Gießen.
Bundestag Member 
since 2017

Christian Leye, 
The Left Party
Economist,
b. 6 Apr. 1981  
in Bochum.
Bundestag Member 
since 2021
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Information online

The Committee on Economic Affairs
www.bundestag.de/en/committees/a09

Website for downloading and ordering  
the German Bundestag’s information materials
www.btg-bestellservice.de
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Contact details for the Committee Secretariat

Deutscher Bundestag
Wirtschaftsausschuss
Platz der Republik 1
11011 Berlin
Tel.: +49 30 227-37708
Fax: +49 30 227-36708
Email: wirtschaftsausschuss@bundestag.de
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The German Bundestag takes decisions on what are  
at times highly complex and controversial bills and 
parliamentary initiatives relating to the entire spectrum 
of policy fields. The committees play a central role in 
parliamentary deliberations. They are the forum where 
the Members thrash out compromises and draw on 
expert advice before submitting their reports and 
recommendations for decisions to be voted on by  
the Bundestag as a whole.

www.bundestag.de/en/committees
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