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“W e are the committee responsible  
for shaping the future, equal oppor-
tunities, the drive to innovate, con-
fidence in research, and scientific  
freedom worldwide. A person’s  
background must not be allowed to  
determine their future. Education  
empowers tomorrow’s skilled work-
ers. Education and research are  
sources of sustainable prosperity  
and climate- friendly economic  
activity. We want to dare more pro-
gress and innovation, and we want   
a strong research sector. Technology,  
tolerance, talent, European and  
international cooperation, and an  
openness to new ideas: these are   
our hallmarks as a modern country  
of innovation.” 

Kai Gehring, Alliance 90/The Greens 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, Research and Technology 
Assessment 
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The committees of  
the German Bundestag 

The German Bundestag’s deci-
sions are prepared by its com-
mittees, which are established  
at the start of each electoral  
term. Four of them are stipu-
lated by the Basic Law, the   
German constitution: the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, the  
Defence Committee, the Com-
mittee on European Union  
Affairs and the Petitions Com-
mittee. 
The Budget Committee and  
the Committee for the Scru-
tiny of Elections, Immunity  
and the Rules of Procedure  
are also required by law. The  
spheres of responsibility of  
the committees essentially  
reflect the Federal Govern-
ment’s distribution of minis-
terial portfolios. This enables  
Parliament to scrutinise the  
government’s work effec-
tively. 



The German Bundestag sets 
political priorities of its own 
by establishing additional 
committees for specific sub-
jects, such as sport, cultural 
affairs, human rights or tour-
ism. In addition, special bod-
ies such as parliamentary 
advisory councils, committees 
of inquiry or study commis-
sions can also be established. 
The committees are composed 
of members of all the parlia-
mentary groups, reflecting the 
balance of these groups in the 
German Bundestag. The dis-
tribution of the chairs and 
deputy chairs among the par-
liamentary groups also reflects 
their relative strengths in the 
plenary. In the current elec-
toral term, the committees  
have between 19 and 49 mem-
bers. 

The committees discuss and  
deliberate on items referred   
to them by the plenary. They  
also have the right to take up  
issues on their own initiative,  
allowing them to set priorities  
in the parliamentary debate.  
When necessary, they draw  
on external expertise – usu-
ally by holding public hear-
ings. At the end of a commit-
tee’s eliberations – especially  
on bills and motions for  
which it is the lead commit-
tee   – it adopts a recommen-
dation for a decision and a  
report, which serve as the  
basis for the plenary’s deci-
sion. 
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The Committee on Education,  
Research and Technology  
Assessment 

Fields of work, competences 
and tasks 

Education and research – 
these are the policy fields 
which give the Committee  
its name. Technology assess-
ment is also a key topic for 
the Committee. Its 38 mem-
bers help to create a good 
framework for education and 
lifelong learning in Germany, 
as these play an important 
role  in enabling everyone   
to participate actively, inde-
pendently and successfully  
in the life of the community 
in Germany. The Committee 
also deals with the question 
of how to boost basic research 
and foster sustainable innova-
tion by the academic and re-
search community. These 
make a major contribution to 
prosperity, social security and 
environmental compatibility 
in Germany, which has few 
natural resources. 



  
  

The Committee is responsible  
within Parliament for the  
areas of policy which fall  
within the purview of the  
Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research. In line with the  
federal principle which  
underpins how Germany is  
governed, the Basic Law  
divides the responsibility   
and competences for educa-
tion, academia and research  
between the federal level and  
the Länder (federal states).  
For example, responsibility  
for schools and higher educa-
tion rests with the Länder  
rather than the federal level.  
The Federation, and thus the  
Committee, is responsible for  
legislation on financial sup-
port for vocational training  
and higher education (assis-
tance provided under the  
Federal Training Assistance  
Act and the Upgrading Train-
ing Assistance Act, and  
organisations for the promo-
tion of the gifted) and legisla-
tion on initial and continuing  
training provided outside of  
schools. 

It is also responsible for   
promoting academia and  
research. The Federation sup-
ports education, academia  
and research through a wide  
range of specialised funding  
programmes, which are pre-
sented and discussed in the  
Committee. The federal level  
and the Länder cooperate  
directly in the framework of  
joint programmes to support  
academia, research and teach-
ing. Such measures aim, for  
example, to secure and boost  
the number of university  
places, or to support higher  
education teaching and excel-
lent academic research at   
universities, universities   
of applied sciences and non- 
university research institutes,  
as well as to support socially   
disadvantaged school pupils,  
and to drive forward digi-
talisation in the education  
system. 

 
   

   

   

      

    

11 SPD ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

10 CDU/CSU ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
6  Alliance 90 / The Greens ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
5  FDP ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
4  AfD ■ ■ ■ ■ 
2  The Left Party ■ ■ 

Number of members: 38 
Chairman: Kai Gehring, Alliance 90/The Greens 
Deputy Chairwoman: Dr Petra Sitte, The Left Party 
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On issues from equal opportu-
nities to innovation policy, 
there is a need for close, tar-
geted and binding coopera-
tion between all levels. The 
Committee will focus on bet-
ter starting opportunities in 
disadvantaged schools, as 
well as a “Digital Pact 2.0” 
and fundamental reforms to 
the assistance provided under 
the Federal Training Assis-
tance Act. Each year, the Com-
mittee members are also asked 
for their opinion in the budget 
deliberations, to secure appro-
priate funding in the federal 
budget to support education, 
academia and research, and to 
ensure that the funding is 
used in a manner that is as 
effective, innovative and for-
ward-looking as possible. 

Working with various roles: 
the government, the coalition 
and the opposition 

When considering matters  
and taking decisions, the  
Committee reflects the bal-
ance of forces in the Bunde-
stag’s plenary. While the coa-
lition parliamentary groups  
generally support or refine  
the Federal Government’s  
policies, the opposition par-
liamentary groups try to iden-
tify weak points and set out  
their alternative policies.  
That said, the parliamentary  
groups do take a differentia-
ted approach, and so some-
times there is agreement from  
all sides on the Committee,  
resulting in unanimous deci-
sions. Members of the govern-
ment are held to account by  
the Committee on a continu-
ous basis. The Federal Gov-
ernment has specific obliga-
tions to report to Parliament  
and the Committee. For  
example, there are discus-
sions on the National Edu-
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cation Report, the report pub-
lished under Section 35 of the  
Federal Training Assistance  
Act and the Federal Report on  
Research and Innovation  
every two years, and on the  
Report on Vocational Educa-
tion and Training every year,  
usually flanked by motions or  
bills tabled by the parliamen-
tary groups.  

Challenges in education  
and academia 

Child day care centres and  
schools have the task of offer-
ing children a good education  
from their earliest years and  
promoting equal opportunities.  
Policy-makers must establish   
a framework to facilitate this.  
In the current electoral term, 
the Committee will deal with 
a raft of measures to this   
end,  including initiatives to  
strengthen early childhood 
education and to expand all-

day schools and childcare  
services. Another item on   
the Committee’s agenda is  
strengthening initial and con-
tinuing training. Germany’s  
youth unemployment rate, at  
around six per cent, is cur-
rently the lowest in the EU.  
Nonetheless, it is important   
to strengthen the dual system  
of vocational training and  
improve the transition from  
school to vocational educa-
tion and training. Universities  
and universities of applied  
sciences are exemplary cen-
tres for both teaching and 
research, and are at the heart 
of Germany’s research land-
scape. The Excellence Strat-
egy, the Future Contract for 
Strengthening Studying and 
Teaching in Higher Education, 
and the federal programme 

“Innovative Hochschule”  
are initiatives to boost cut-
ting-edge research and to 
expand innovative teaching 
and digital infrastructure. The 
parliamentary groups on the 
Committee take a critical but 
constructive approach as they 
examine these programmes. 

9 



Challenges in research  
and innovation 

In every electoral term, the 
Committee holds talks with 
the heads of the major 
research institutes and associ-
ations. This enables the Com-
mittee members to get an idea 
of their research priorities and 
their staffing and funding lev-
els. The proportion of general 
government spending on 
research and development is 
planned to rise to 3.5 per cent 
of gross domestic product by 
2025. The Committee’s agenda 
will focus, besides financing 
issues, on the establishment 
of the German Agency for 
Transfer and Innovation 
(DATI) and the evaluation of 
the Pact for Research and 
Innovation (PFI). Other key 
topics include improving 
access to research data, more 
reliable and fair working con-
ditions in the academic sector, 
and research communication 
and participation. 

Technology assessment:  
scientific policy advice  
for the German Bundestag 

The German Bundestag has 
assigned the Committee the 
responsibility for planning 
and managing technology 
assessments, and the Commit-
tee carries out these tasks on 
behalf of Parliament as a 
whole in accordance with 
Rule 56a of the Bundestag’s 
Rules of Procedure. Analysing 
scientific and technical devel-
opments in a comprehensive 
and forward-looking manner 
and drawing attention to the 
social, economic and environ-
mental opportunities and 
risks – these are the main 
functions of technology 
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assessment. The scientists at 
the Office of Technology  
Assessment at the German 
Bundestag are independent in 
both political and academic 
terms, and work directly for  
Parliament. The Office of  
Technology Assessment is  
currently run by the Karls-
ruhe Institute of Technology  
(KIT) in cooperation with the  
Institute for Futures Studies  
and Technology Assessment  
(IZT) and VDI/VDE Innova-
tion und Technik GmbH. The  
results of its analyses and  
studies serve as background  
information for the Members  
of the Bundestag and Parlia-
ment’s bodies in their work  
and in deliberations on com-
plex scientific and technolog-
ical issues and challenges.  
The final reports are usually  
published as Bundestag  
printed papers and thus for-
mally enter the parliamentary  
deliberations. 

To date, the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment has sub-
mitted more than 200 reports  
on a wide range of topics,  
covering the fields of biotech-
nology and health, the digital  
society and economy, energy  
and the environment, infra-
structure and security, agri-
culture and food. In the cur-
rent electoral term, the Office  
of Technology Assessment  
will be presenting reports on  
subjects such as artificial  
intelligence in education,  
natural forest conversion in  
the era of climate change,  
and bacteriophages in medi-
cine, agriculture and food  
production, to give just a few  
examples of the wide-ranging  
requests for advice submitted  
by the parliamentary groups  
and committees. 
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Committee members 
The 38 members of the Committee on Education,  
Research and Technology Assessment 

Kai Gehring, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Chairman 
Social scientist, 
b. 26 Dec. 1977 in  
Mülheim an der Ruhr. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2005 

Dr Petra Sitte, 
The Left Party 
Deputy Chairwoman, 
The Left Party group 
coordinator,  
spokeswoman 
Economist, 
b. 1 Dec. 1960 in 
Dresden. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2005 
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Oliver Kaczmarek, 
SPD 
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator,  
spokesman 
Former civil servant, 
b. 8 Aug. 1970 in 
Kamen. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2009 

Stephan Albani, 
CDU/CSU 
Parliamentary-group  
coordinator 
Physicist, 
b. 3 June 1968 in 
Göttingen. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2013 

Laura Kraft, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator 
Literary scholar, 
b. 1 Dec. 1990 in  
Hofgeismar. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Professor Stephan 
Seiter, 
FDP 
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator 
Economics professor, 
b. 18 Mar. 1963 in 
Stuttgart. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Nicole Höchst,  
AfD 
Parliamentary-group 
coordinator,  
spokeswoman 
Former civil servant 
in the field of school 
education, 
b. 10 Feb. 1970 in 
Homburg (Saar). 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 
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Dr Holger Becker, 
SPD 
Physicist, 
b. 18 July 1975 in 
Cologne. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Holger Mann, 
SPD 
Political scientist, 
b. 19 Feb. 1979 in 
Dresden. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Ye-One Rhie, 
SPD 
Communication 
scientist, 
b. 29 Aug. 1987 in 
Aachen. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Jessica Rosenthal, 
SPD 
Comprehensive-school 
teacher, 
b. 28 Oct. 1992 in 
Hameln. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Dr Lina Seitzl, 
SPD 
Political scientist, 
b. 3 June 1989 in 
Lörrach. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Ruppert Stüwe, 
SPD 
Economist, employee, 
b. 21 May 1978 in 
Berlin. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 
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Marja-Liisa Völlers, 
SPD 
Teacher, 
b. 28 Sept. 1984 in 
Bückeburg. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Dr Carolin Wagner, 
SPD 
Department head, 
b. 1 Oct. 1982 in 
Heidelberg. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Maja Scarlett Wallstein, 
SPD 
Science manager, 
b. 18 Mar. 1986 in 
Cottbus. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Katrin Zschau, 
SPD 
Regional trade union 
secretary, 
b. 9 June 1976 
in Greifswald. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Norbert Altenkamp, 
CDU/CSU 
Former mayor, 
b. 27 July 1972 in Marl. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Gitta Connemann, 
CDU/CSU 
Lawyer, 
b. 10 May 1964 in Leer. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2002 
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Alexander Föhr, 
CDU/CSU 
Executive employee, 
b. 1 Aug. 1980 
in Heidelberg. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2023 

Dr Ingeborg Gräßle, 
CDU/CSU 
Journalist, 
b. 2 Mar. 1961 in 
Heidenheim-
Großkuchen. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Professor Monika 
Grütters, 
CDU/CSU 
Former Minister of 
State, 
b. 9 Jan. 1962 in 
Münster. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2005 

Thomas Jarzombek, 
CDU/CSU 
Spokesman 
IT consultant, 
b. 28 Apr. 1973 in 
Düsseldorf. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2009 

Daniela Ludwig, 
CDU/CSU 
Diploma jurist, 
b. 7 July 1975 in 
Munich. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2002 

Lars Rohwer, 
CDU/CSU 
Bank clerk, 
b. 1 Feb. 1972 in 
Dresden. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 
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Katrin Staffler, 
CDU/CSU 
Biochemist, 
b. 4 Nov. 1981 in 
Dachau. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Dr Anna Christmann, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Political scientist, 
b. 24 Sept. 1983 
in Hanover. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Professor Anja  
Reinalter, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Professor of social 
work, 
b. 1 May 1970 in  
Laupheim. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Marlene Schönberger, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Political scientist, 
b. 6 Dec. 1990 in 
Landshut. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Nina Stahr, 
Alliance 90/The Greens 
Spokeswoman 
Teacher, 
b. 27 Oct. 1982 in 
Frankfurt am Main. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Friedhelm Boginski, 
FDP 
Intermediate school 
headteacher, 
former mayor, 
b. 7 Nov. 1955 in 
Bremen. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 
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Peter Heidt, 
FDP 
Lawyer, 
b. 28 Apr. 1965 in 
Frankfurt am Main. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2019 

Ria Schröder, 
FDP 
Spokeswoman 
Lawyer, 
b. 7 Mar. 1992 in 
Boppard. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Maximilian  
Funke-Kaiser, 
FDP 
Business economist, 
b. 17 Aug. 1993 in 
Augsburg. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 

Dr Götz Frömming, 
AfD 
Former senior  
academic secondary 
school teacher, 
b. 30 Aug. 1968 in 
Eutin. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Dr Marc Jongen, 
AfD 
Philosophy lecturer, 
b. 23 May 1968 in 
Merano (Italy). 
Bundestag Member 
since 2017 

Professor Michael 
Heinz Kaufmann, 
AfD 
Professor for   
mechanical engineering, 
b. 21 Apr. 1964 in Gera. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2021 
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Nicole Gohlke, 
The Left Party 
Social scientist, 
b. 15 Nov. 1975 in 
Munich. 
Bundestag Member 
since 2009 
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Information online 

The Committee on Education, Research  
and Technology Assessment 
www.bundestag.de/en/committees/a18 

Website for downloading and ordering  
the German Bundestag’s information materials 
www.btg-bestellservice.de 
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Contact details for the Committee Secretariat 

Deutscher Bundestag 
Ausschuss für Bildung, Forschung und  
Technikfolgenabschätzung 
Platz der Republik 1 
11011 Berlin 
Tel.: +49 30 227-32861 
Fax: +49 30 227-36845 

Technology assessment: 
Tel.: +49 30 227-33543 
Fax: +49 30 227-36845 

Email: bildungundforschung@bundestag.de 
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The German Bundestag takes decisions on what are   
at times highly complex and controversial bills and  
parliamentary initiatives relating to the entire spectrum  
of policy fields. The committees play a central role in  
parliamentary deliberations. They are the forum where  
the Members thrash out compromises and draw on  
expert advice before submitting their reports and   
recommendations for decisions to be voted on by   
the Bundestag as a whole.  

www.bundestag.de/en/committees 

The most up-to-date version of this leaflet is available  
as an accessible PDF file: 

http://www.bundestag.de/en/committees
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